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Third Grade
A Sample of What Your Child Will Learn 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY

• Reading closely to find main ideas and supporting details in a piece of writing
• Describing the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in stories (e.g., first, second, and third;  
   cause and effect)
• Comparing the most important points and key details presented in two books on the same topic
• Writing opinions or explanations that group related information and develop topics with facts and details
• Writing stories that establish a situation and include details and clear sequences of events that describe the actions,  
   thoughts, and feelings of characters
• Independently conducting short research projects that build knowledge about various topics
• Asking and answering questions about information he or she hears from a speaker or while participating in classroom  
   discussions and offering appropriate elaboration and details that build on what others have said
• Reading stories and poems aloud fluently, without pausing to figure out what each word means
• Distinguishing the literal and nonliteral meanings of words, such as something’s fishy  and cold shoulder
• Spelling correctly and consulting dictionaries or on-line tools to clarify meanings of words

MATHEMATICS

• Multiplying and dividing up to 10 x 10 quickly and accurately, including knowing the times tables from memory
• Solving word problems using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division
• Beginning to multiply numbers with more than one digit (e.g., multiplying 9 x 80)
• Understanding fractions and relating them to the familiar system of whole numbers (e.g., recognizing that 3/1 and 3 are the  
   same number)
• Measuring and estimating weights and liquid volumes, and solving word problems involving these quantities
• Reasoning about shapes, and relating area to multiplication (e.g., “Why is the number of square feet for a 9-foot by 7-foot  
   room given by the product 9 x 7?”)
• Finding areas and perimeters of shapes, and relating area to multiplication
• Applying math to the real world through word problems

SOCIAL STUDIES/GEOGRAPHY

• Describing physical and human geography and using maps, tables, graphs, photographs, and charts to organize information  
   about people, places and environments
• Describing the American Indian nations in their local regions long ago and in the recent past
• Drawing from historical and community resources to organize the sequence of local historical events and describing how  
   each period of settlement left its mark on the land
• Understanding the role of rules and laws in our daily lives and the basic structure of the U.S. government
• Identifying geographical features in their local region

SCIENCE

• Investigation and Experimentation: developing their own questions and performing investigations 
• Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Module 2, Physical science: exploring simple machines and magnetic interactions between  
   two objects not in contact with each other, with the goal of applying their knowledge of mechanisms and magnetic  
   interactions as part of a solution to a design problem
• PLTW Module 3, Life science: investigating the differences between inherited genetic traits and traits learned or influenced by  
   the environment, exploring the phenomena that offspring may express different traits than parents as they learn about  
   dominant and recessive genes, investigating how predicted outcomes compare to experimental results
• PLTW Module 4, Computer science: programming in a blocks-based language on a tablet to create a computer game that  
   fits specific design criteria 


