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Fourth Grade
A Sample of What Your Child Will Learn 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY

• Describing the basic elements of stories, such as characters, events, and settings, by drawing on specific details in the text
• Paying close attention to key features of informational books and articles, including understanding the main and supporting ideas, being  
   able to compare and contrast information, and explaining how the author uses facts, details, and evidence to support particular points
• Comparing ideas, characters, events, and settings in stories and myths from different cultures
• Writing summaries or opinions about topics supported with a set of well-organized facts, details, and examples
• Independently conducting short research projects on different aspects of a topic using evidence from books and the Internet
• Paraphrasing and responding to information presented in discussions, such as comparing and contrasting ideas and analyzing 
   evidence that speakers use to support particular points
• Reporting orally on a topic or telling a story with enough facts and details
• Writing complete sentences with correct capitalization and spelling
• Relating words that are common in reading to words with similar meanings (synonyms) and to their opposites (antonyms)

MATHEMATICS

• Using whole-number arithmetic to solve word problems, including problems with remainders and problems with measurements
• Adding and subtracting whole numbers quickly and accurately with numbers up to the ten-thousand place
• Multiplying and dividing multi-digit numbers in simple cases (e.g., multiplying 1,638 x 7 or 24 x 17, and dividing 6,966 by 6)
• Understanding and applying equivalent fractions (e.g., recognizing that ¼ is less that � because 2/8 is less that �)
• Adding subtracting and multiplying fractions in simple cases (e.g., 2 ¾ - 1 ¼ or 3 x �), and solving related word problems
• Understanding simple decimals in terms of fractions (e.g., rewriting 0.62 as 62/100)
• Measuring angles and finding unknown angles in a diagram

SOCIAL STUDIES/GEOGRAPHY

• Demonstrating an understanding of the physical and human geographic features that define places and regions in California
• Describing the social, political, cultural, and economic life and interactions among people of California from the   
   pre-Columbian societies to the Spanish mission and Mexican rancho periods
• Explaining the economic, social, and political life in California from the establishment of the Bear Flag Republic through  
   the Mexican-American War, the Gold Rush, and the granting of statehood
• Explaining how California became an agricultural and industrial power, tracing  its political and cultural development  
   since the 1850s
• Understanding the structures, functions, and powers of the local, state, and federal governments as described in the U.S.    
   Constitution
• Using the coordinate grid system of latitude and longitude to determine the absolute locations of places in California and on Earth
• Distinguishing between North and South Poles, equator, the tropics and the prime meridian, and the hemispheres and  
   using coordinates to plot locations
• Identifying locations of Pacific Ocean, rivers, valleys and mountain passes

SCIENCE

• Investigation and Experimentation: developing their own questions and performing investigations
• Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Module 1, Physical Science: exploring the properties of mechanisms and how they change energy by  
   transferring direction, speed, type of movement, and force
• PLTW Module 3, Computer science: exploring computers by making analogies between the parts of the human body and  
   parts that make up a computer, investigating and programming a computer game that tests reaction time as a measure of  
   nervous system function
• PLTW Module 4, Life Science: exploring how signals passing from cell to cell allow humans to receive stimuli from the 
outside world that is then transmitted to the brain, which sends out a signal to generate a response


