
 
Grammar 8: Craft and Convention 

Instructor: Sharon Fabriz, email: sharonfabriz@smeds.com(office in 6th grade homeroom)  
Office hours::  Monday, Tuesday 7:25 -7:55 a.m.; Thursday, Friday 3:30-4:00  (by appointment) 
 
Class Periods:  Thursdays (____1:45  ____ 2:35) and Fridays  (___10:30 ___11:20) Location: 6-8 grade 
lab 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
Grammar 8 will help you understand more about what makes sentences and paragraphs clear, engaging, and 
specific. After a review of basic grammar concepts, special attention will be given to sentence types. 
Sentence combining skills and sentence revision techniques will be practiced. The study of verbals will 
highlight their power to strengthen image and action in sentences.  The use of model texts and diagramming 
will strengthen overall understanding. Our punctuation and mechanics study will focus on clarity and 
refinement through comma usage, correct word usage, and understanding of active and passive voice.  
 
RESOURCES Grammar Guidebook (composition book), Warriner’s Handbook for Grammar  textbook, 
Haiku page (links, downloads) IXL online practice 
 
1. Class meets on Thursday and Friday of each week unless other events are scheduled. We will meet in 

class splits most weeks. 
2. Daily supplies that you will need for each class meeting include your Grammar Guidebook, textbook, 

pencil, highlighter(s), and loose leaf paper. You will not need your laptop on your desk unless instructed. 
3. Homework will be designed to reinforce the skills presented. Homework will consist of a combination of 

writing assignments and IXL practice and will be limited to one homework assignment per week. 
4. Assessments: You will “show what you know” through your Grammar Guidebook notes, tests, writing 

practice, and a semester project.  The material on tests will be cumulative. For most of your tests, you 
will be able to use your Grammar Guidebook. 

5. Discipline: Students will abide by the standards of conduct for all St. Michael’s students set forth in the 
Student Handbook. The Midde School Discipline Policy and Homework Strike policy will be employed if 
and when necessary.  

 
CITIZENSHIP Everyone starts with a “B.”  What does a “B” look like? The “B” student comes to class on 
time, prepared with all materials, and  contributes a positive “can do!” mindset during the class period. An “A” 
student goes the extra mile to support the academic environment through respectful, compassionate, 
inspiring words and deeds.  
 
SEMESTER GRADE You will earn points through assessments, note-taking, concepts practice, and 
completion of homework.  
 
70% Assessments (three 50-point tests, one 50-point semester project; 100 point exam) 
20% Grammar Guidebook checks (four 25 point checks: mid-quarter, end-of-quarter) 
10% Homework/Participation  (automatic “A” 100 point grade/deductions as earned) 
 
What if?... If you have a question about homework, an upcoming test, or something you missed because of 
absence, please check with another student first and the PowerSchool page first.  I will not respond to 
emails received after 6 p.m. until the following day. Email inquiries must contain a greeting, body, and 
signature and be written using formal language.  

 

Student Signature________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature _________________________________________________        (Due 9/08/16) 



 
First Semester Schedule  

 

WEEK 1 WED/THU: 9/07-08 FRI: 9/09 - RETREAT (no class)  

WEEK 2 THU: 9/15    ASHLAND TRIP (no class) FRI: 9/16 ASHLAND TRIP (no class) 

WEEK 3 THU: 9/22 FRI: 9/23  

WEEK 4 THU: 9/29 FRI: 9/30 (Parts of Speech/Parts of Sentence test) 

WEEK 5 THU: 10/06 FRI: 10/07  

WEEK 6 THU: 10/13 FRI: 10/14 

WEEK 7 THU: 10/20 FRI: 10/21 (Types of Sentences/Sentence Combining test) 

WEEK 8 THU: 10/27 FRI: 10/28 (end of Quarter 1) 

WEEK 9 THU: 11/03 FRI: 11/04  

WEEK 10 THU: 11/10 FRI: 11/11  

WEEK 12 THU: 11/17 (Parent Conference week) FRI: 11/18 (Phrases, Commas, Agreement test) 

THANKSGIVING 

WEEK 13 THU: 12/01 (project work) FRI: 12/02 (project work) 

WEEK 14 THU: 12/08 (project work) FRI: 12/09 (project work) 

WEEK 15 THU: 12/15 (Christmas Program practice?) FRI: Christmas holiday begins 

CHRISTMAS BREAK  

WEEK 16 THU: 01/05 (project presentations) FRI: 01/06 (project  presentations) 

WEEK 17 THU 01/11 (exam review) FRI: 01/12 (exam review) 

WEEK 19 EXAM WEEK 

WEEK 20 Outdoor Education Trip 

WEEK 21 Semester Two begins 

 


