
 

 

Summer Reading 2016 

Incoming 8
th

 Grade 
Dear Parents: 

Students entering grades 4 - 8 will choose one of these Book Report options to write about three books 

they will read during the summer. Summer reading lists for their grade level are posted on the St. 

Michael’s Web site (www.smeds.net). Students are required to write three book reports over the course 

of the summer. Each paper is to be completed using Google Classroom and shared with their teacher, 

one at the beginning of July, one at the beginning of August and one at the beginning of September. The 

hope is that students will read many more books than three! Happy reading! 

 

Please also consider participating in the Sacramento Public Library Summer Reading Program. It offers 

great activities, incentives, and programs. For more information visit www.saclibrary.org. 

 

Option A 

Write a letter to the author of your book explaining how that author's work somehow changed your view 

of the world or self. Your letter should be between 450 and 500 words in length. Use the following 

questions and guidelines to inform your writing: What did you learn about yourself either while reading 

or after reading this author's work? What insights about the world did this book reveal to you? Write 

honestly and in your own voice, as if you were having a conversation with the author. Correspond, don't 

compliment! Do not summarize the book's plot! Instead, use clear and relevant details to explain how 

the author's story affected you, what you learned and felt and understood that you didn't prior to reading 

the author's work. 

Option B 

Write a letter to one of the characters in your book explaining how you were affected by some of the 

things that the character said or did in the story. Your letter should be between 450 and 500 words in 

length. Use the following questions and guidelines to inform your writing: What did you learn about 

yourself either while reading or after reading about this character? What questions would you like to ask 

this character? Use clear and relevant details to explain how the character changed during the course of 

the book and how you could relate to these changes. Use details from the book to explain what you 

learned, felt and understood after reading about this character. Write honestly and in your own voice, as 

if you were having a conversation with the character. Do not summarize the book's plot! 

 

Recommended Titles for Incoming 8
th

 Grade 

The Adventures of Tom 

Sawyer by Mark Twain 

The novel centers on the mischievous orphan Tom Sawyer, who lives in 

the quaint village of St. Petersburg, Missouri under the care of his 

kind Aunt Polly along with his ill-natured brother Sid and angelic 

cousin Mary.  

The Crossover, Kwame 

Alexander  

Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with 

highs and lows on and off the court as their father ignores his declining 

health. Newbery Winner 2015 

The Diary of a Young Girl by 

Anne Frank 

Anne Frank is a Jewish girl who has to go into hiding during World War 

II to avoid the Nazis. Together with seven others she hides in the secret 

annex on the Prinsengracht 263 in Amsterdam. After almost 2 years in 

hiding they are discovered and deported to concentration camps. 

http://www.saclibrary.org/


 

Summer Reading Incoming 8
th

 Grade 2 

St. Michael’s Episcopal School 

Drums, Girls, & Dangerous 

Pie by Jordan Sonneblick 

 

At 13, Steven has a totally normal life: he plays drums in the All-Star 

Jazz band, has a crush, and is constantly annoyed by his five-year-old 

brother, Jeffrey. But when Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven's 

world is turned upside down.  

The Future of Us  

by Jay Asher 

It’s 1966 and Emma gets her first computer with an America Online 

CD-ROM. When her best friend Josh visits and they log on, they 

discover themselves on Facebook fifteen years in the future.  

Here There be Dragons  

by James A. Owen 

Three young men are entrusted with the Imaginarium Geographica, an 

atlas of fantastical places to which they travel in hopes of defeating the 

Winter King, whose bid for power is related to the First World War 

raging in the Real World.  

The Hobbit by J.R. Tolkein The adventures of the well-to-do hobbit, Bilbo Baggins, who lived 

happily in his comfortable home until a wandering wizard granted his 

wish. 

Kira Kira  

by Cynthia Kadohata  

Newbery Medal 2005 

A compelling quietly humorous story told in first person as Katie 

describes her family's move from Iowa to Georgia and her older sister's 

subsequent struggle with lymphoma. Katie's descriptions capture the 

experience of being Japanese American in the 1950s and the experience 

of coping with illness and loss.  

The Lions of Little Rock  

by Kristin Levine 

Twelve-year-old Marlee develops a strong friendship with Liz, the new 

girl in school, but when Liz suddenly stops attending school and Marlee 

hears a rumor that her friend is actually an African American girl 

passing herself off as white, the two young girls must decide whether 

their friendship is worth taking on integration and the dangers it could 

bring to their families.  

So B. It  

by Sarah Weeks 

Twelve-year-old Heidi and her severely mentally disabled mother 

survive through a combination of good luck and their next-door 

neighbor's loving attention. Some old underdeveloped film leads Heidi 

to embark alone on a risky cross-country quest to answer questions 

about Mama's past. Narrator Heidi's realistic voice lends authenticity to 

her unusual circumstances. 

Touching Spirit Bear  

by Ben Mikaelsen 

After his anger erupts into violence, fifteen year-old Cole, in order to 

avoid going to prison, agrees to participate in a sentencing alternative 

based on the Native American Circle Justice, and he is sent to a remote 

Alaskan Island where an encounter with a huge Spirit Bear changes his 

life.  

Trouble  

by Gary D. Schmidt 

Fourteen-year-old Henry, wishing to honor his brother Franklin's dying 

wish, sets out to hike Maine's Mount Katahdin with his best friend and 

dog, but fate adds another companion – the Cambodian refugee accused 

of fatally injuring his brother – and reveals troubles that predate the 

accident.  



 

Summer Reading Incoming 8
th

 Grade 3 

St. Michael’s Episcopal School 

 

Young Adult Titles 

#1 Ladies Detective Agency  

by Alexander McCall Smith 

When her father dies, Precious Remotswe decides to sell her inheritance 

of goats and land so that she can set up a detective agency. She applies a 

highly refined talent for common sense to each case and becomes an 

almost instant success in her homeland, Botswana. Move over Sherlock 

Holmes. 

Daughter of Smoke and Bone 

by Laini Taylor 

Seventeen-year-old Karou, a lovely, enigmatic art student in a Prague 

boarding school, carries a sketchbook of hideous, frightening monsters--

the chimaerae who form the only family she has ever known. 

Flygirl   

by Sherri L. Smith 

Ida Mae wants to fly, an improbable proposition for a black girl in 1940s 

Louisiana. When war breaks out, Ida Mae counterfeits a pilot's license 

and passes as white to join the Women's Airforce Service Pilots 

program. A vibrant picture of WWII women and of Jim Crow as it was 

then. 

The Glory Field  

by Walter Dean Myers 

Follows a family's two hundred forty-one year history, from the capture 

of an African boy in the 1750s through the lives of his descendants, as 

their dreams and circumstances lead them away from and back to the 

small plot of land in South Carolina that they call the Glory Field.  

Heart of a Samurai: Based 

on the True Story of 

Nakahama Manjiro  

by Margi Preus  

In 1841, rescued by an American whaler after a terrible shipwreck 

leaves him and his four companions castaways on a remote island, 

fourteen-year-old Manjiro, who dreams of becoming a samurai, learns 

new laws and customs as he becomes the first Japanese person to set 

foot in the United States. Newbery Honor 2011 

The Secret Life of Bees by 

Sue Monk Kid 

Fourteen-year-old Lily and her companion, Rosaleen, an African-

American woman who has cared for Lily since her mother's death ten 

years earlier, flee their home after Rosaleen is victimized by racist 

police officers, and find a safe haven in Tiburon, South Carolina at the 

home of three beekeeping sisters, May, June, and August.  

Michael Printz award 

winning titles for young 

adults 

 

www.ala.org/awardsgrants/node/14  

 

 

http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/node/14

