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Adventure 
Adventures of Daniel Boom, A.K.A. Loud Boy (Graphic Novel Series) by David Steinberg 

Daniel Boom, a kid with no volume control, becomes Loud Boy and fights the Kid-Rid 
Corporation, which has silenced the world with a machine called the Soundsucker 
LX. 

 
Binky the Space Cat (Graphic Novel Series) by Ashley Spires 

Binky, a house cat who believes the family home is actually a space station, trains 
and prepares to travel into outer space, where his humans go everyday and need his 
protection. 

 
Calvin Coconut Dog Heaven (Series: Calvin Coconut) by Graham Salisbury 

Nine-year-old Calvin catches the attention of the school bully on the day before he 
starts fourth grade, while at home, the unfriendly, fifteen-year-old daughter of his 
mother's best friend has taken over his room. 

 
Cam Jansen (Series) by David Adler  

Cam Jansen uses her phenomenal photographic memory to solve mysteries. 
 
Dinosaur Cove (Series) by Rex Stone 

Tom and Jamie are on a hunt for adventure when they wander into a smuggler's 
long-abandoned secret cave. But they get a lot more than they bargained for! By 
following the fossilized dinosaur footsteps on the cave's floor, they are 
transported back in time to the thrilling world of the dinosaurs. 

 
The Secrets of Droon (Series) by Tony Abbott 

Eric and his friends find entry into the mysterious world of Droon by using a 
staircase in Eric's basement. What fate awaits them there? 

 
Realistic Fiction 
Andy Shane is Not in Love by Jennifer Jacobson 

When Andy Shane befriends the new girl in town, everyone thinks he must be in 
love with her, but the reason he is spending so much time with her is because her 
dog just had puppies. 

 
Doubles Troubles, Betty Hicks, Roaring Brook, 2010 (Series: Gym Shorts) 

Henry tries to help his tennis partner Rocky train so they can win the doubles 
trophy, while also working on a history project with Jazz, and worries his efforts 
will not pay off. 

 
 



Recommended Books for 2nd Grade 

St. Michael’s School Library  2 
September 2013 
 

 
Go Girl! (Series) by Thalia Kalkipsakis  

This wildly popular series comes to us from Australia. Features genuine and 
heartfelt narratives about girls and their daily lives at home, in school, with friends 
and family. 

 
Horrible Harry (Series) by Suzy Kline   

Harry inevitably orchestrates the most horrible things, like putting a vial of ants 
into the refrigerator. But Harry isn't always horrible, especially when it comes to 
Song Lee. His growing devotion to her gets him into some awkward situations. 

 
Houndsley and Catina (Series) by James Howe 

Friends Houndsley and Catina solve their differences in thoughtful and creative 
ways. 
 

Ivy and Bean (Series) by Annie Barrows  
Features humorous stories about two mischievous and delightful girlfriends, Ivy and 
Bean who never meant to like each other. 

 
Julian Rodriquez (Series) by Alexander Stadler 

A humorous, out-of-this-world series! First Officer Julian Rodriguez has seen his 
share of injustices during his time on Earth disguised as an eight-year old boy. Will 
our hero be able to survive future crises and save us all from total annihilation? 

 
Katie Woo (Series) by Fran Manushkin 

Katie Woo is a spunky, sassy, and stylish schoolgirl who readers will fall in love with. 
These early chapter books, containing fun, lighthearted stories, are perfect for 
explaining life changes, family celebrations, and growing up. 

 
Like Pickle Juice on a Cookie by Julie Sternberg 

When nine-year-old Eleanor's beloved babysitter Bibi moves away to care for her 
ailing father, Eleanor must spend the summer adjusting to a new babysitter while 
mourning the loss of her old one. 

 
Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel  by Nikki Grimes 

Spunky third-grader Dyamonde Daniel misses her old neighborhood, but when she 
befriends a boy named Free, another new student at school, she finally starts to 
feel at home. 
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Owen Foote, Mighty Scientist, Stephanie Greene 
Third grade best friends Owen and Joseph struggle to come up with a great science 
fair project that they will both enjoy doing, then something goes wrong and they 
have to change their plans two days before the fair. 

 
The Stories Julian Tells by Ann Cameron 

A collection of brief stories that relate the adventures of seven-year-old Julian's 
life including getting into trouble with his younger brother Huey, planting a garden, 
what he did to try to grow taller, losing a tooth, and finding a new friend. 

 
The Year of the Book by Andrea Cheng 

Follows a young Chinese American girl, as she navigates relationships with family, 
friends, and her fourth-grade classroom, and finds a true best friend. 

 
Zapato Power: Freddie Ramos Takes Off (Series) by Jacqueline Jules, Whitman, 2010 

Freddie Ramos finds a mysterious package outside his apartment containing 
sneakers that allow him to run faster than a train, and inspire him to perform 
heroic deeds. 

 
Zig-zag Kids (Series) by Patricia Reilly Giff 

Award-winning author Patricia Reilly Giff introduces readers to a quirky, lovable 
group of kids who attend the Zigzag School, capturing all the excitement and 
surprises of new friends and after-school fun. 

 
Fantasy: 
The Magic Finger, Roald Dahl 

Angered by a neighboring family's sport hunting, an eight-year-old girl turns her 
magic finger on them. 

 
Stranger Things  by David Lubar 

When ordinary third-grader Ed finds a coin with the words "strange" and 
"stranger" on both sides, weird things start happening around him--but when his 
friends start blaming him for all the weirdness Ed wonders if this coin is not too 
strange for comfort. 

 
Toys Go Out by Emily Jenkins 

In the backpack, where it is very dark -- The serious problem of Plastic-ness -- The 
terrifying bigness of the washing machine -- The possible shark -- How Lumphy got 
on the big high bed and lost something rather good-looking -- It is difficult to find 
the right birthday present. Six stories relate the adventures of three best friends, 
who happen to be toys. 
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Toys Come Home by Emily Jenkins 

Contains six linked stories that tell how Lumphy, StingRay, and Plastic become part 
of a little girl's toy collection and follow their adventures as they make friends 
with some of her other toys and try to navigate in the world of real people. 

 
Humor: 
Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School and Other Scary Things (Series) by Lenore Look 

A young boy in Concord, Massachusetts, who loves superheroes and comes from a 
long line of brave Chinese farmer-warriors, wants to make friends, but first he 
must overcome his fear of everything. 

 
Ruby Lu, Brave and True  by Lenore Look  

Ruby Lu spends time with her baby brother, goes to Chinese school, performs magic 
tricks and learns to drive, and has adventures with both old and new friends. 

 
Babymouse (Graphic Novel Series) by Jennifer & Matthew Holm 

Features the comical and adventurous stories about the hopes and expectations of 
a very imaginative mouse. 

 
Judy Moody (Series) by Megan MacDonald  

The spirited text and wry illustrations will delight any child who's known a bad 
mood or a bad day--and managed to laugh anyway! 

 
Lunch Lady (Graphic Novel Series) by Jarrett Krosoczka 

She's the lunch lady and a secret crime fighter! 
 
Stink (Series) by Megan McDonald 

Recounts the hilarious adventures of Judy Moody's shorter, younger "bother"--
oops, "brother". These funny, homespun sagas are enhanced by a series of comic-
strips, drawn by Stink himself. 
 

Mystery 
Nancy Drew and the Clue Crew (Series) by Carolyn Keene 

See how Nancy Drew, everyone's favorite super sleuth, got her start! Using simple 
chapter-book language and deductive reasoning to piece together each case, this 
series will appeal to junior mystery buffs and chapter-book readers alike. . 

 
Nate the Great (Series) by Marjorie Sharmat 

After a generous breakfast of pancakes, Nate, the boy detective, plunges into each 
new and baffling case, solves the mystery, and tracks down the culprits. 



Recommended Books for 2nd Grade 

St. Michael’s School Library  5 
September 2013 
 

 
Informational: 
Biblioburro: a True Story from Colombia by Jeanette Winter 

 Luis has so many books in his little house in Colombia that he buys two donkeys and 
travels throughout the land bringing the joy of reading to children. 
 

Henri’‛s Scissors by Jeanette Winter 
Describes how French artist Henri Matisse was still able to create art after a 
serious illness confined him to his bed. 
 

The Bravest Woman in America  by Marissa Moss 
Tells the true story of Ida Lewis, explaining how she learned to tend a lighthouse 
from her father, discussing her responsibilities as the lighthouse keeper, and 
describing her heroic rescues. 

 
Swirl by Swirl Spirals in Nature by Joyce Sidman 

An illustrated exploration of various examples of spirals appearing in nature, looking 
at snail shells, flower petals, elephant tusks, crashing waves, and more. 

 
 
Poetry 
Bug Off: Creepy, Crawley Poems  by Jane Yolen 

A collection of children's poems involving insects and spiders. 
 

Yellow Elephant a Bright Bestiary by Julie Hofstrand Larios  
Presents a collection of illustrated poems about animals that encourage the reader 
to see each animal in a new way. 

 
Poetry books by: 
 Jack Prelutsky 
 Doug Florian 
 Shel Silverstein 
  
 

http://www.flr.follett.com/search?author_search=Sidman%2C+Joyce&SID=4bd9b20a3ca682450a3e9e2972e447b1

