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LOWER SCHOOL 
 (Kindergarten – Grade 4) 

 
 

Primary Grades K-2  
 
At St. Michael’s School, very important learning takes place, both academically and 
socially, in the Primary Grades of Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade.  The academic focus is 
on developing and solidifying the basic skills needed for reading, writing and 
mathematics, as well as nurturing the independence necessary to begin taking 
responsibility for the learning process.  The social focus is navigating the challenges of 
making friends and settling conflicts. Here are some additional aspects to the primary 
grades that will be of value to you.  
 
 
 
Kindergarten 
 
Academic Goals:  During the Kindergarten year, students begin to develop the love of 
learning.  The world begins to come alive as they learn to read.  They also develop a 
growing sense of accomplishment and independence and begin to use logic in connecting 
what happens in the classroom to what happens in real life.  The specific academic goals 
of Kindergarten are to teach children to listen, speak, think, read, and write.  This is done 
across the curriculum.  These skills are developed in mathematics, reading (including 
phonics), literature, writing and penmanship, science, social studies computers, art, 
music, Spanish, P.E. and oral language.  As in all grades at St. Michael’s, physical 
fitness, team-building, healthy choices and introductions to life-long sports are taught 
through regular physical education classes.  In this year, Wednesday folders containing 
samples of the students work and other class information are introduced as an additional 
means of communication between parents and teachers.   
 
 
Developmental Milestones:  Fostering independence is the overarching goal of 
Kindergarten.  Parents are welcome to accompany their child to the door; however, the 
students are encouraged to walk in on their own and learn to manage their personal 
belongings as they ready themselves for the day. Kindergarten is also a year of increased 
classroom expectations, of getting used to a tighter, more structured classroom routine, 
and adjusting to a longer school day. During recess, important social skills are learned as 



the students adjust to interacting with older students and each other on the play fields.  
During several field trips throughout the year, these important social and behavior skills 
are reinforced.  
 
Kindergarten marks the first year of the two-year ‘Buddy Program” where each 
Kindergartener is matched with a 5th grade student.  The older buddies are leaders, 
mentors and friends to the younger students, making them feel a welcomed part of the 
school community, working together on projects and creating special memories on the 
yearly field trip to the Pumpkin Patch.  In this year the students also participate in a 
special integrated service learning project, combining lessons in math, science, reading, 
literature and art with themes of kindness, compassion and giving back to the school 
community.  In addition, Kindergarten begins the first year of Chapel programs where, 
twice per year, each student takes a turn speaking at the podium to an audience of peers, 
teachers, parents and friends.  St. Michael’s Chapel programs provide a unique, recurrent 
approach to performance, so that by 8th grade the students are exceptionally comfortable 
with public speaking.   
 
 
 
First Grade   
 
Academic Goals:  In reading, using a variety of teaching methods and an integrated 
curriculum, the students becoming thoughtful readers and writers.  Math skills are further 
developed by problem solving, collecting and recording data, daily practice and small 
group activities.  The 1st grade students learn how they fit into the community, the nation 
and the world through social studies; and in science, they are taught a basic 
understanding of the earth’s materials, weather patterns, how plants and animals meet 
their basic survival needs and the investigative nature of the scientific process. At the end 
of the year, summer reading list and a math review workbook are assigned. 
 
Developmental Milestones:  Building on the lessons of independence introduced in 
kindergarten is one of the many goals of first grade.  The students continue practicing 
independence by learning to manage their personal belongings, recording their reading 
progress in the reading log, making good personal choices, being in charge of choosing 
their sharing items and in making curriculum connections outside the classroom.  
 
Parents are again welcome to accompany their children to the classroom door during the 
first few weeks of school, but this is the year when parents should begin to allow their 
children to practice their growing independence during drop off and pick up.  When 
leaving the classroom at the end of the day, parents are also encouraged to allow their 
child to walk to the circle alone.  
 
1st grade is the year when normal differences in abilities (social, academic and athletic) 
begin to appear.  It is important to celebrate your student’s strengths and unique abilities.  
Each teacher working with the students will sensitively assess and address their academic 
needs through differentiated learning groups; offering strategic support for students not 



quite at benchmark/grade level in certain subjects, and challenge activities for students 
working at advanced benchmark/above grade level in other subjects.  Parents are 
welcome to email the teachers about any classroom procedure or other concerns.  In the 
Buddy Program, 1st graders are matched with 8th graders, again sharing time together on 
class projects and on the yearly Pumpkin Patch field trip.   
In Service Learning, the students integrate a comprehensive character education unit with 
social studies, language arts, art and other core academic subjects.  As in all grades, the 
overall goal of this year is to prepare the 1st graders for success in 2nd grade. 
 
  
 
Second Grade 
 
Academic Goals:  Reinforcing and expanding upon the 1st grade concepts of addition 
and subtraction to include number stories, mental-arithmetic, estimation, place value and 
timed tests is the goal of 2nd grade math.  Through the mastering of these essential early 
math skills, a solid foundation is laid for the 3rd grade introduction to multiplication and 
division.  In reading, vocabulary, comprehension strategies, phonics, fluency and 
grammar skills are emphasized.  Critical thinking skills are practiced through subject 
integration and instruction in social studies, Spanish, science, language arts, computers, 
art, music and physical education.  Summer reading lists and math review workbooks are 
assigned. 
 
Developmental Milestones: Shifting the emphasis from independence to 
responsibility in preparation for Elementary school is the overall theme of 2nd grade.  
While independence is still encouraged and expected, the routines of primary school are 
now being adjusted to teach the additional responsibility skills that will be required in 3rd 
grade.  Rather than sitting with others at a group desk, students now sit at their own desk.  
They are encouraged to take responsibility for keeping both their cubby and desk clean 
and neat.   
 
Unlike kindergarten and first grade, the students now have books for each separate 
subject and rather than working on weekly homework packets, they have the 
responsibility for completing homework that is assigned each day.  Vocabulary flash 
cards are also assigned and due weekly and the students are taught how to create a 
research project, using paragraph writing.  2nd grade also introduces the concept of 
testing, through scheduled reading, spelling and vocabulary tests each Friday.  In the first 
quarter, the students are taught how to take a test, with the class working through each 
test together.  As the year progresses, the responsibility shifts to the students as they 
adjust to taking tests by themselves.  
 
The 2nd graders practice sharing and compassion through their Mustard Seed School 
service learning project.  By the end of the year, the 2nd graders are ready for 3rd grade 
and prepared to begin the challenges of elementary school.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Elementary Grades 3rd-4th 
 
During the Elementary grades, 3rd and 4th, academics and personal responsibility become 
more focused in preparation for the Middle School years.  Students take full 
responsibility for their daily homework and learn to meet long term deadlines.  To 
reinforce organization and personal responsibility, the homework strike policy goes into 
effect in 3rd grade. In these elementary grades, the students begin to grasp effectively 
abstract thoughts, to organize those thoughts coherently and to practice the problem-
solving and critical thinking skills introduced in 2nd grade.  Curriculum is structured to 
specifically foster these academic goals.  
  
Managing additional independence and responsibility is also learned through 
participation in the Outdoor Education trips and Service Learning experiences.  For many 
parents, the 3-day overnight trip marks the first time their child has slept away from home 
for several days without them.  Here are some additional aspects of the Elementary 
grades that will be of benefit to you. 
  
 
 
Third Grade 
 
Academic Goals:  As in all grades, problem solving and critical thinking skills are a 
strong part of our third grade curriculum.  In math, the four main areas of focus 
are multiplication and division patterns; extension of basic multiplication facts; estimates 
of costs; and exploration of ratios and geometric figures.  In language arts, the focus is on 
reading comprehension, writing, speaking and listening.  Friday tests are given from a 
differentiated list of words, along with dictation.  Students also learn the six traits of 
writing, which are ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and 
conventions. Our places in the community, the world and in the solar system are the 
overall themes in social studies and science.  Through the third and fourth grade school-
wide recycling program, the importance of taking care of the earth by reducing, reusing 
and recycling is reinforced.  At the end of the 3rd grade year, along with the assigned 
summer reading list and math review workbook, a book report is assigned and due on the 
first day of 4th grade. 
 
 
 
 
 
Developmental Milestones:  Responsibility is now the key word for 3rd grade, both 
in expectations for taking more, and for being given more.   
 



In 3rd grade, parents are encouraged to allow students to take full responsibility for their 
own work, both in completing homework and in planning for and meeting long-term 
class assignments.  Students are responsible for writing their own book reports at home, 
however, science reports are written in class.  Homework is assigned daily and students 
are expected organize the appropriate materials each afternoon in order to meet their 
assignment deadlines.  To reinforce the importance of meeting deadlines and personal 
responsibility, homework strikes begin in October of 3rd grade.  Students receive a strike 
for a missed homework assignment and each of the three strikes has an appropriate 
consequence. The homework strikes policy is sent home in the Wednesday folder to be 
read and signed by both the parent and child. 
 
Students are also given greater responsibility in 3rd grade.  They join the 3rd and 4th grade 
chorus; and on campus, they set examples of good behavior for the younger children at 
recess.  To encourage greater behavioral responsibility, discipline referrals also begin in 
3rd grade.  (FV was going to check on this…) 
 
To acknowledge their efforts in becoming more independent and responsible, this year 
also marks the beginning of an exciting St. Michael’s tradition, the overnight outdoor 
education, a two-night, three-day, outdoor education camp in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains.  During their time away from home, the students challenge themselves, learn 
to protect and care for both nature and each other while forging deeper class bonds.  In 
Service Learning, students begin to learn the concept of world citizenship as they take 
responsibility for the school-wide recycling program and donate the proceeds to the 
Rainforest Alliance Adopt-A-Rainforest Project.   
 
 
 
 
Fourth Grade 
 
Academic Goals:  Building on the knowledge and skills learned in the lower grades is 
the focus of this year.  4th grade begins the study of California history, learning about 
Native Californians, the Spanish explorers, the 49er’s and Pioneers.  In math, fractions, 
decimals, long division, multiplication, and rounding are studied, as well as factoring, 
multiples, prime and composite numbers.  In 4th grade science, the emphasis is on the 
earth’s structure, the causes of earthquakes and volcano eruptions, eco-systems and 
endangered animals, as well as the consequences of trash, oil spills and the benefits of 
recycling. In social studies, emphasis is placed on geography, atlas information, and 
maps.  Focus is also placed on increasing technology skills by using internet websites and 
learning resources such as Google Earth and Brain Pop, and creating final projects with 
PowerPoint and Word programs.  
 
 



Developmental Milestones:  While 4th grade refines and expands upon the earlier 
themes of independence and responsibility, the focus this year is on developing important 
new skills of time management and greater organization in preparation for middle school.  
 
To reinforce time management and organizational skills, binders to file completed work 
are now required for each subject and all reports and projects are done in class.  Because 
self-reliance is a major theme in middle school, the 4th grade students are taught how to 
follow rubrics and outlines, as well as learning to carefully follow directions and detailed 
instructions.  
 
The theme of respect is also expanded upon.  While all St. Michael’s students are 
expected to be respectful toward adults and each other, respect and a greater appreciation 
for the land, the state and the Californians who have come before them is taught through 
field trips, historical role-play and service learning.  Presented as a strong contrast to the 
noise and conveniences of today, the day-long visit to the Rhodes Schoolhouse gives the 
students a unique perspective, as well as an appreciation of and respect for the struggles 
of the pioneering Californians.   
 
The 4th graders practice self-reliance by learning how to solve problems with much less 
supervision, as well as learning to solve conflicts, both on the playground and between 
each other.  They also learn how to use teamwork in group projects and practice their 
leadership skills by learning to delegate responsibility and tasks within those groups. 
 
A growing awareness of pop culture in 4th grade now leads to many lively discussions 
about media influences and the importance of making good choices.  Because 4th graders 
change into gym attire, they must take responsibility for bringing their own gym clothes 
to school.  Adding to their skills of self-reliance and responsibility, the school nurse 
conducts a one month course of Basic Aid Training, covering what to do in multiple 
emergency situations.  Building on leadership skills, 4th grade takes charge of seating, 
greeting and leading the pledge during Wednesday morning chapel.  The 4th graders 
portion of the funds raised through the 3rd and 4th grade service learning recycling 
efforts is donated to the “Adopt an Endangered Animal” program.  Further building on 
time management skills, the 4th graders take charge of writing a weekly blog which is 
posted on the 4th grade website.  A summer math review work book is assigned and from 
the summer reading list, a book report is again due on the first day of 5th grade.  By the 
end of the year, the students have the basic skills strongly in place to begin the transition 
to middle school. 
 
 
 
 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Grades 5-8 

 
 



Junior Middle Grades 5-6 
 
During the Middle School, 5th – 8th Grades, there is much to be learned for the years after 
St. Michael’s.  Both the academic and social focus is on preparation for high school and 
beyond.   Homework time is expanded and responsibility is increased; however, that is 
balanced with a variety of activities:  The Ashland (Oregon) Shakespeare Festival in 7th 
& 8th ; the winter weeklong Outdoor Education trips to Monte Toyon in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains (5th and 6th grade), Marin Headlands (7th grade), and Yosemite (8th grade); the 
6th – 8th grade Ski Day; and the spring weeklong Experiential Learning trips to Marine 
Biology Camp at Catalina Island (6th grade); Space Camp at Huntsville, Alabama (7th 
grade); and Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and New York City (8th  grade).  Here are 
some additional aspects to the Middle School grades that will be of benefit to you. 
  
 
 
Fifth Grade 
 
Academic Goals:  5th grade is a hybrid year, designed with the specific goal of easing 
the transition into the Middle School grades 6th through 8th grade.  As such, certain 
aspects of the Middle School curriculum are incorporated into 5th grade.  Organization, 
time management and cooperation are highly emphasized themes this year.  
 
The academic program is designed specifically to prepare the students for Middle School.  
For the first time, the language arts are split into three separate subjects of literature, 
writing and grammar; with multiple class periods allotted to each subject.  The four year 
classical grammar program is unique to St. Michael’s and many life-long study skills are 
learned through this class.  Most classes are still held in one classroom; however, the 
students now experience science in the middle school science lab, with hands-on 
activities accompanying their textbooks.  A cumulative test in each core subject is given 
during the week before outdoor education and before the end of the year and although 
these tests are not weighted as heavily as in 6th through 8th grades, the students are given 
a valuable introduction to taking the midyear and final exams that occur in Middle 
School.   
 
During the summer between 5th and 6th grade, multiple book reports and math review 
workbooks are required, with the first book report and math review workbook to be 
turned in to the school in mid-July and the second of each to be turned in to the school in 
mid-August.  The third book report and math review workbook are due on the first day of 
6th grade. 
 
 
Developmental Milestones:  Beginning in 5th grade, students see themselves as part 
of the Middle School.  Unlike the primary and elementary grades, they now have separate 
core subject teachers and therefore many personalities and instructional methods to 
interact with throughout the day.   



 
To reinforce time-management, organization and cooperation, students are given a 
structured daily schedule with a five minute passing period between each subject.  This is 
time for the students to organize their materials for the next class subject, as well as time 
for student interaction.  As each class is separate, the students are expected to maintain 
individual binders and specific materials for each class.  In addition to sharing their lunch 
periods, 5th and 6th graders share their September retreat day and attend the spring 
outdoor educational trips together to assist in the full transition to middle school. Through 
these trips, as well as within the daily class routines, the students refine their socialization 
skills, learn cooperation and begin to understand how to listen to each other, as well as 
how to respect ideas that are different from their own.    
 
For the first time, the students in 5th grade are the ‘big’ buddies.  They have weekly 
opportunities to teach, mentor and play with their Kindergarten buddies.  While the 
Kindergartners feel special, the 5th graders are especially aware of and take pride in how 
much they have to give to the younger students.  Students are encouraged to work 
together and be inclusive through class retreats, chapel performances, class meetings and 
outdoor education trips.  5th grade marks the beginning of the middle school Adolescence 
Personal Growth classes.  In Service Learning, building on the concepts of compassion, 
empathy and caring, the students plan for and purchase the ingredients to a dinner that 
they prepare and serve to the residents of St. John’s Shelter for Women and Children.   
 
Overall, it is highly beneficial to integrate elements of Middle School into the 5th grade 
curriculum.  The transition to 6th grade, with lockers, separate classrooms, midterms and 
finals for each subject, is made much easier through the transition steps taken in 5th grade. 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Grade: 
 
Academic Milestones:    In 6th grade, academic expectations are increased in all 
subjects.  In math, the study of pre-algebra concepts includes algebraic numbers and 
properties, simplifying algebraic expressions and word problems, rational numbers and 
multi-step equations, as well as geometry, statistics and probability.  In addition to the 
basic core subjects of math, science, language arts, and history, the foreign language 
program expands in this year to now include both Spanish and the study of Latin. The 6th 
grade grammar curriculum complements the foreign language program in the study of the 
parts of a sentence, parts of speech, as well as an introduction to diagramming sentences.  
During 6th grade science, the earth’s surface, soil, rocks, crust, layers and landforms, as 
well as the earth’s atmosphere are investigated.  The study of ancient civilizations in 
history is integrated with the study of the Old Testament in religion.  In this year, students 
take both mid-year semester and final exams. 
 
As in all grades, the students continue their fitness program through physical education 
and nutrition classes and the language arts curriculum is enhanced by performing in a 



play that is directed and produced by a partnership of faculty and parents.  There are two 
outdoor educational trips in 6th grade and an overview and a detailed parent description of 
the marine biology outdoor trip is posted on the 6th grade class page of the school’s 
website in the spring. 
 
 
Developmental Milestones:  Increased organizational skills, self-reliance and 
discipline are the main themes of 6th grade. For the first time, the 6th grade students attend 
a middle school orientation at the beginning of the school year.  They are assigned 
lockers as they learn how to organize and manage both the materials and assignments for 
many different core subjects.  As the level of homework assignments is elevated, the 
students are taught how to structure homework time in a way that will be most efficient 
for them.  Because these new organizational skills are being learned, it is not uncommon 
to see an uptick in homework strikes, however, by December most students learn to adapt 
and the strikes trend does not usually continue throughout the year.  (FV will reword…) 
 
Middle school orientation addresses topics such as the increased middle school workload 
as well as how to communicate with teachers.  In keeping with the theme of self-reliance, 
students should now begin to take the initiative in contacting the teachers themselves, 
rather than parents making the first contact over any issues that may arise. Filing notes, 
homework, quizzes and tests in binders; quarterly binder checks in certain classes and 
weekly checks of desks and lockers on Wednesday mornings help the students learn how 
to become and stay organized. Developmentally, 6th grade is a big year.  In promoting a 
greater maturity level, the students are expected to make their own choices in all aspects 
of school and homework, as well as assuming the consequences of those choices.   
 
6th grade also marks the first time the students become involved in the Middle School 
Shakespeare Festival, a highly anticipated and long-standing tradition at St. Michael’s.  
The 6th grade comedy performance gives the students the chance to explore new talents 
and practice presentation skills on stage in front of a live audience.  The theatrical aspect 
is integrated with the 6th grade history and Latin curriculum.  
 
To balance their new responsibilities and increased workload, the 6th grade students 
participate in two very exciting, week-long outdoor education trips.  During these trips,  
the students are given greater autonomy in both choosing the activities they are allowed 
to participate in and in taking care of themselves.  They learn how to problem solve 
through the games and team building activities, and are given the opportunity to discover 
new talents, abilities and unique strengths.  They also take turns being leaders during 
these activities and on the much-anticipated, pitch-dark night hike at Monte Toyon, they 
learn to overcome fears, to rely on themselves and to trust in each other.   
 
6th grade Service Learning at the St. John’s Shelter relates to the same themes of self-
reliance, maturity and organization.  The students do all of the serving and they are 
allowed to interact with the residents, which gives them the opportunity to experience 
different situations than they’ve been accustomed to.   
 



Summer math review workbooks and book reports from the summer reading list are 
again due over the summer, as well as on the first day of 7th grade.  At the end of year the 
6th grade students are invited to last middle school dance.  This fun evening welcomes 
them fully to middle school and gives them a safe venue to participate in a teen-aged 
activity.    
 
 
 
 
Senior Middle Grades 7-8 
 
 
Seventh Grade: 
 
Academic Goals:  In the Senior Middle grades of 7th and 8th, academic expectations 
are raised even higher than in earlier grades, and focus is placed on expanding the 
student’s awareness of life beyond St. Michael’s.   Emphasis is placed on their academic 
futures via class banners from colleges and universities displayed around the classroom 
and many class discussions.  is Fv grammar…  College thinking   
 
Developmental Goals:   In 7th grade, the larger concepts of accountability and self-
awareness are added to the earlier themes of independence, responsibility, organization, 
cooperation, self-management, discipline and responsibility.   This year is a transition 
year in their adolescence.  Because they are reaching an age where they are able to 
reason, think and comprehend more maturely, the middle school teachers have high 
expectations in both behavior and academics.   
 
First year they are actually introduced to Shakespeare…  Their play is very short to 
understand the vernacular.  They fly half-way across the country to space camp.  First 
year of Shak. Fest in Oregon.  Svc. Learning is at Eskaton, developing relationships with 
seniors – learned a historical perspective, compassion, people are the same no matter the 
age, seniors are nice and will talk to kids – they look forward to going to Eskaton,  
Compassion, caring.  This is the year where the students really test the boundaries – what 
can we get away with, both with teachers and admin, but with each other.  Mean girls.  
Break in to new groups, alliances – normal socialization.  Take on a lot more 
responsibility.  Start in 6th grade to make them accountable but hold hands – 7th is a lot 
more accountability for actions and academics…  Mostly project – based – self-starting.  
Accountability…  2nd semester homeroom – llearning goals are designed so that they 
self-assess themselves, rather than teacher monitoring.  Honesty and ethics in self-
assessment.  A big transition year, academically and socially.  They can feel the end, not 
there yet.  Personalities come out more, trying to figure out what they like and are good at 
in terms of academics, sports, extra-curricular, etc.  Activity periods – new for 7th grade 
(6th doesn’t have)  7th starts intersession – different type of class – focuses on musical, 
kinesthetic, art – curriculum-based, though…  Theme, plot character, videos, etc.  



robotics, history, …  (An overview of the Space Camp trip is posted on the 7h grade class 
webpage) 
Peer mediation… 
Intersession… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eighth Grade: 
 
Academic Goals:  Expectations academically are raised… 
 
 
 
Developmental Milestones:   Since the first days of Kindergarten, each year at St. 
Michael’s builds on the one before in teaching the academic, personal growth and social 
skills that will be required not only for high school and college, but for the years beyond.  
In this 8th grade year, freedom, personal responsibility, character, ethics and high 
academic and behavioral expectations are the key themes.  
 
Because the reality of high school is fast approaching, this final year is designed to ensure 
that the students have the strong academic knowledge, the study skills, the socialization 
and decision-making skills, and the maturity to progress.   
 
While having fun and making memories at the 8th grade retreat in September, the students 
focus on team-building, unity, and working together.  They also spend a great deal of 
time understanding their responsibilities as role models for the entire school.  Religion 
classes now focus on character and ethics in real life situations and Personal Growth 
classes emphasize personal responsibility, making good choices and dealing with actual 
life situations in preparation for the realities they will find in high school and beyond.  As 
leaders in Peer Mediation, they are given opportunities for conflict skills resolution. 
 
To balance the high academic and behavioral expectations, the 8th graders are allowed 
freedoms not given to the lower classes.  Three class trips throughout the year encourage 
maturity and personal responsibility.  Only the 8th graders are allowed free shopping time 
on the 7th and 8th grade trip to the Ashland, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, choices in 
activities and _________ are given on the trip to Yosemite, and on the Spring Trip to 
Washington and New York, __________________... (An overview of the Spring Trip is 
posted on the 8th grade class webpage) 
 
 
High behavorial expectations…  FREEDOM, RESPONSIBILITY, CHARACTER 
BUILDING are the themes.  Ashland, Yosemite, Big Trip all add to that.   prepared for 
actually entering hs – they have the study skills, the personal growth goals i.e., 



socialization skills – mature enough to go…  the way we treat them, the expectations we 
have…  Character – religion class focuses on character and ethics – real llife situations 
now – not so much bible…  Helping others in SL focuses on character building.  Personal 
Growth classes emphasize personal responsibility, making good choices, dealing with 
real life situations and the reality of what they will find in high school and beyond – Real 
life skills also practiced in activity period – yoga, cooking, gardening, etc.  Retreat in 8th 
grade focuses on team-building, unity, working together and being BMOC’s.  Spend time 
talking about being role models for the entire school.  Buddies – 1st grade buddies. The 
conflicts of the earlier grades mellow…  They are given opportunities for conflict skills 
(Peer mediators in 7th and 8th) resolution building.  Bonding:  car wash – bake sale 
creating memories and part of SL…   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


